
FIVETIPS

GETTING THE 
BEST DEALS ONLINE
Forget the mall. Put down your car keys and hit the Web.
by Anthony Losanno

Tip #1 
Use Comparison 
Shopping Sites
Sites like Shopping (www.shopping.com), Price Grab-
ber (www.pricegrabber.com), Froogle (froogle.google.
com), and Yahoo Shopping (shopping.yahoo.com) 
can save you time as well as a considerable amount 
of money. These comparison shopping portals seek 
the lowest prices on everything from the latest cell 
phone to this season�s hottest fashions; plus they cal-
culate shipping and sales tax for you. Product specs, 
expert and user reviews, and even ratings of the 
merchants themselves keep you from having to scroll 
through Google. Yahoo Shopping even groups rebates 
and coupons with the items and lets you search by 
discount (e.g., 10, 20, and 50 percent savings).

Tip #2
Check Out Bargain Sites
There are plenty of deals to be found on bargain 
sites. Spoofee (www.spoofee.com), Slickdeals 
(www.slickdeals.net), Ebates (www.ebates.com), 
and Fatwallet (www.fatwallet.com) are a few of 
the largest. Members post deals and coupons and 
point you to the lowest prices and best sales. Check 
these sites often and move quickly if something 
catches your eye, because these bargains often go 
in a matter of minutes. At press time, we were able 
to � nd a 1GB Creative Zen Nano Plus for $35 and 
Spirit Airlines tickets for $8 (one way from Atlantic 
City to Fort Lauderdale). One caveat: If you � nd 
a price that sounds too good to be true, read the 
seller�s price policy before you enter your credit 
card info. Price mistakes can result in cancelled 
orders or bills for the difference. 

Tip #3
Find Coupons and Codes
Many manufacturers and Web sites offer online 
coupons good for percentages off, free shipping, 
and free gifts. These coupons or discount codes 

aren�t highly publicized and are often provided to 
select groups (e.g., college students and retirees) 
even though anyone is free to use them. Sites 
like Naughtycodes (www.naughtycodes.com) 
and Currentcodes (www.currentcodes.com) offer 
thousands of discounts from merchants ranging 
from 1-800-Contacts (www.1800contacts.com) to 
Zappos Shoes (www.zappos.com).
 If you�re looking to make a large purchase like 
a new PC or a plasma TV, it might be worthwhile 
to purchase a coupon from eBay (www.ebay.
com). Sellers often have discount coupons up for 
auction that they received during promotions or as 
prizes from instant-win games. Dell pops up most 
often on eBay; for as little as 95 cents, you could 
save hundreds on notebooks or desktops. Recent 
examples include $300 off an $899 PC and $500 
off a $1,399 system.

Tip #4
Look for Rebates
Many items (especially consumer electronics gear) 
come with rebates that present signi� cant savings. 
Sites like Buy.com and Amazon let you � le these re-
bates online so that you don�t have to worry about 

losing your receipt. Manufacturers� rebates require 
you to mail in the UPC code and proof of purchase. 
In either case, make sure that you remember to � le 
the rebate by the due date or you�re out of luck (and 
possibly a lot of cash).

Tip #5
Save on Shipping
Spend $25 or more on Amazon and you qualify for 
free shipping. If you�re shopping early enough and 
don�t mind waiting a few extra days, this can save 
you some green. Look for items marked �Eligible for 
Free Super Saving Shipping� and expect to wait three 
to � ve business days longer than standard shipping. 
Amazon not stocking what you want? Many online 
retailers like Circuit City (www.circuitcity.com) offer 
free shipping year-round when you spend more than 
$25; Shoes.com offers free shipping year-round 
regardless of how much you spend. Other sites, 
hoping to attract your business, have sales (espe-
cially around the holidays) in which delivery is on the 
house. If you frequent certain sites, sign up for their 
loyalty programs. Amazon Prime costs $79 per year 
but offers free two-day shipping without a minimum 
purchase amount. 

Don’t have time to hunt for 
online deals? 
Go to www.laptopmag.com/nov and check out 
our top ten bargains.
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